
WEST WILTS U3A 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Held on Wednesday 30 September 2020 via Zoom 

 
PRESENT:  Glyn Evans (Chairman), Diane Ramsay-Arthur (Treasurer)          
    Pam Pepler (Secretary), Kate Winfield (Assistant Treasurer), 
    Jean Stanford, Yvonne Doonan, Bob Gilbert, David Colbert,    
    John Marsden, Lynda O’Connor, Stuart McGee, Dennis Drewett,  

Lesley Povey, Ray Fox 
 
    There were 37 members signed in. 
 
1.    Glyn declared the meeting open at 2.00 p.m. and welcomed everyone to Zoom. 
 
2.  Apologies:  There were no apologies. 
 
3.  Minutes of the AGM held on Wednesday 20 March 2019 
     
  Prior to the meeting, all documents had been made accessible to members on the    
  WWU3A website.    
     
4.  Approval of Minutes of AGM 

There were no questions and the minutes were therefore accepted as a true record.   Due to 
covid regulations they will be signed by Glyn in due course.  

 
  Proposed: Joyce Sutterby   Seconded: Ray Fox Carried unanimously. 
 
5.  Chairman’s Report:  

On behalf of the membership, Glyn thanked all Group Leaders and Committee Members for 
their invaluable contribution, as well as that of the unsung heroes who assist with running the 
raffle, making the tea/coffee and setting out the chairs, etc., in St James Hall for our monthly 
meetings.   Without everyone’s input, especially during the current national crisis when members 
have initiated activities in a variety of creative ways, our U3A would not exist.   Thank you! 
 

       August 2019 saw the 30
th
 anniversary of West Wilts U3A, a special milestone which we   

  celebrated at our Members’ Day Meeting in November.   We were very pleased to welcome Jill  
 Nicholls, SW Region Trustee, who spoke about the scope of her role within U3A.   Len Haysom,  
 Marion Dutch, John Ward, Jean Stanford, Dickon Povey and Dinah Starkey all spoke about   
 their various experiences as members of WWU3A.   Iris  Millward, a member of 24 years,    
 assisted by Jill Nicholls, cut the wonderful celebratory cake, made by Emie Haysom.    

A Souvenir edition of the Magazine containing articles and photographs documenting the history 
 of WWU3A, and edited as usual by David Landeryou, was circulated to the membership.   We 
 are very proud of our quarterly magazine - thank you, David.    

 
Over time, our membership has grown from the original twenty-two members in August 1989 to 

 the current membership of 621.   (Due to current covid conditions, membership has fallen by 
 about 100 and it is not known whether these lapsed members will rejoin when life returns to 
 some sort of normality).    

 
In 1989, there were just three groups.   Over the years these have expanded to more than sixty.   

 Our Groups Co-ordinator, Yvonne, has worked hard to help set up new groups, the latest being 
 Line Dancing, Cryptic Crosswords and Italian with a number of others in the pipeline.      At the 
 same time, we have seen WWU3A members move to start new U3A branches in Westbury, 
 Bradford-on-Avon and Warminster, a fitting testament to the success of the U3A movement. 

 
Glyn also thanked all members of Trips Committee, whose organisational skills and hard work 



 provide such a varied programme of educational trips and theatre visits which are very popular 
 and often over-subscribed.   Jean Stanford has served on the committee for six years and so 
 is standing down, but has agreed to continue her role as Trips Co-ordinator.   Also, despite 
 Diane Ramsay-Arthur standing down as Treasurer,  she will also continue to serve on the 
 committee and maintain her role as Theatre Trip organiser.   Thank you to them both. 

 
On the administration front, the new computerised management system, BEACON, is now in full 

 use for maintentance of membership records, newsemails, communication with Group Leaders 
 and general email.   The system is available to all group leaders and further training will be 
 arranged for those who would like to use the system.   However, members are reminded that the 
 system is only as good as the information it holds and you are urged to inform the Membership 
 Secretary of any change in personal details. 

 
Also during the last year, some new policies concerning Finance and Data Protection had  been 

 introduced.   Following recommendations from TAT, some minor changes have been made 
 to our Constitution.   The Guidance Notes, which have been issued to all Group Leaders, were 
 discussed at the Group Leaders’ Lunch in October. 

 
Glyn looked forward to welcoming the new committee members and said it gives us an exciting 

 opportunity to bring a fresh perspective to our Executive Committee.   As well as Jean and 
 Diane, Jane Potter, Stuart McGee and Lesley Povey are also standing down this time.  There 
 have been several nominations for new committee members to replace those retiring. 
 Members were reminded that they would need to select a new Chairperson and Deputy at the 
 2021 AGM.   

  
Glyn extended a special thank you to Pete Gillam who, after serving on the committee for 

 several years, has continued to fulfil the role of organising the newsemails - we are extremely 
 grateful for his valuable input.   Thank you, Pete.  John Marsden has agreed to take over. 

 
Meanwhile, the success achieved over the past thirty years demonstrates that the U3A is a 

 wonderful organisation.   Using our collective enthusiasm, Glyn said he was sure we will all 
 continue to enjoy many happy years as members. 
  
 
6.   Treasurer’s Report:   

Copies of the Annual Accounts for the year ending December 2019, which have been 
checked and signed, had been made available on the West Wilts U3A website.  Glyn displayed 
a copy on the screen and Diane talked members through them, explaining the various elements.   

 
It was explained that £3.50 of each Membership Subscription coveres the Capitation Fee paid to 
Third Age Trust.   An increase is due to be enacted in a couple of years. 
 
The Third Age Trust had omitted to send an invoice, in the region of £1,400, for Third Age 
Matters and so a double invoice had been received this year. 
 
Extra microphones and other audio equipment had been obtained to update existing equipment. 
Equipment that enables members to access the Hearing Loop in some halls has also been 
acquired. Unfortunately, this facility is not currently available at St James’ Hall but Diane 
understands that this is being discussed with the Hall Committee. 
 
The total figures for Trips and Theatre events are included at the bottom of Page 3 of the 
documents.   Diane explained that the Trips Committee continues to work on reducing the 
amount of monies carried over from year to year.   The end-of-year figure includes monies not 
paid out for trips in the New Year. 
 
It was explained that WWU3A is part of the South-west Region.   Our Network Group is Bath 
and Wiltshire which meets twice a year.   Other groups in our network include Bath, Bradford-



on-Avon, Devizes, Kennet, Malmesbury, North Wiltshire, Pewsey Vale, Salisbury and District, 
Sarum, Spire, Warminster, Westbury and Wilton.   We have been asked to contribute towards 
the Network’s running costs, which is likely to be £10 per annum although it is not expected to 
be a regular payment. 
 
Finally, Diane thanked Kate for all the help and support she had given both during the past year 
and also during her term in office. 
 
The motion to approve acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Kate Winfield and 
seconded by Yvonne Doonan.   Carried unanimously. 

 
7.  Appointment of External Examiner for West Wilts U3A Accounts 

  Currently this role is held by Graham Brown who has agreed to continue.    
Glyn proposed that Mr Brown should continue, carried unanimously. 

 
8.   Election of Committee Members 

Nomination forms had been circulated to the entire membership and, because nominees did not 
 exceed places on the committee, Glyn proposed that they all be elected, seconded by Dickon
 Povey.   This was agreed unanimously. 

    

NAME ROLE 

 Glyn Evans  Chairman 

 Robert Gilbert  Deputy Chairman 

 David Colbert  Treasurer 

 Pamela Pepler  Secretary 

 Kate Winfield   Committee Member (Asst Treasurer) 

 John Marsden  Committee Member (Membership) 

 Yvonne Doonan  Committee Member (Groups) 

 Dennis Drewett  Committee Member 

 Diane Ramsay-Arthur  Committee Member 

 Lynda O’Connor  Committee Member 

 
9. Any Other Business 

Members had been asked to raise any items for Any Other Business before the meeting but 
there had been no response. 
Glyn said the Third Age Trust AGM had taken place the day before when it had been agreed that 
the Capitation Fee should be increased from £3.50 to £4.00.   However, this was not expected 
to be implemented until 2022. 
On the question of membership fees, it had been agreed that these should stay at £15.00 pa 
at the moment.   Due to the pandemic, setting a budget for 2020/2021 was impossible. 
Lynda raised the question of the reduction in membership numbers and whether this meant 
there would now be spaces in formerly over-subscribed groups.   John said that until the 
question of lapsed members was resolved it was difficult to say.   Yvonne said that hardly any 
groups were meeting at the moment but that Group Leaders should be contacted to ascertain 
the situation.   Glyn asked David Feather about the Gardening Group but, like everyone else,  
David confirmed it was impossible to make any plans.  

  There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2.30 p.m.        
    
    Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 17 March 2021     
 

 
 
Signed: ......................................................................................... 

 
 
    Date:   ......................................................................................... 


