
Chairman’s Report 2020 AGM 

Our recent experiences have been unprecedented in the history of the u3a and for most of the past 12 

months we have been unable to meet in person. For some groups this has meant it has been impossible to 

continue, for others participation has been restricted under the Covid regulations. Other groups have been 

meeting online using Zoom or other electronic meetings. Whatever their situation, Group leaders have 

worked hard to maintain contact with their groups. 

The pandemic has forced change on all of us. As with all changes, there have been advantages and 

disadvantages, for some this has been a learning opportunity and they have been able to acquire new skills 

that will stand them in good stead in the accelerated progress towards the digital society, which has been 

driven by the need to maintain contact with friends and relatives during the pandemic. There has also been 

an opportunity in our drive towards inclusivity in the u3a as the use of electronic platforms will allow 

housebound members to join meetings from their homes. We have taken this opportunity to amend our 

constitution to allow electronic participation in addition to physical presence at meetings in the future and 

you will be asked to vote on these changes later in the agenda. 

However, there are also some who have been left feeling isolated and alone and as u3a members we can 

all do our bit by keeping in contact with members who are living alone if not in person then by telephone. 

In this regard group leaders can play a pivotal role in identifying members who are in need of support. 

By now almost all of our members will have received at least their first dose of Covid vaccine and within a 

few months it is probable that we will all have received both doses. This will open up the path to the 

proper physical meetings that we have all missed so acutely and hopefully by the last quarter of this year 

we will be allowed to recommence meetings in halls. Whether or not we will still be required to practice 

social distancing, wear masks or restrict numbers at meetings is still in the lap of the gods, but at least it 

will begin a gradual transition to a more normal life. 

The next phase will be to rebuild the network and to restart groups that have been unable to operate over 

the past year. The success of this will depend heavily on the energy and enthusiasm not only of group 

leaders and committee members but also individual members. For some groups rebuilding our 

organization will need new group leaders to restart the group. There will also be a need for new committee 

members to replace those who must stand down at this AGM. I am sure that we will find members with 

the necessary commitment and drive to take West Wilts u3a forward and continue to build on our previous 

success. 

The U3A is a brilliant organization and with effort and enthusiasm we will all continue to enjoy 

membership for many years to come. 

Glyn Evans 

Chairman 


